
Field Form Where the Field Appears in ECFS Required/Optional Viewable 
by Public 

Definition Provided by 
Filer/Not Verified 

by FCC

Provided by FCC Staff

Address All types of submission Required No Street address for contacting filer or attorney Yes No

Address Of All types of submission Required No Indicator of whether correspondence regarding the 
filing should be directed to the filer or to the attorney

Yes No

Attorney/Author Name Standard and non-docketed Optional Yes Name of attorney or other author submitting or 
assisting with preparation of the filing

Yes No

Brief Comments Brief comment submission Required Yes Text of a comment that states the views of the filer. 
Blank unless the filing is an express comment.  This 
field cannot be edited once submitted.

Yes No

Bureau https://www.fcc.gov/about-fcc/what-
we-do

N/A Yes Commission Bureau(s) and/or Office(s) associated with 
the proceeding.  For more information about how the 
FCC is organized, see: https://www.fcc.gov/about-
fcc/what-we-do.

No Refers to Bureau handling the docket.  
Required information as part of every official 
FCC released document

Bureau ID Number Standard submission Optional Yes Unique file number generated within an FCC Bureau or 
Office

Yes Yes

City All types of submission Required No City of address for contacting filer or attorney Yes No

Comment Date Range Search forms N/A Yes Beginning and ending dates that include a particular 
start and finish date of when comment(s) were written 
about the filing submitted

No N/A

Confidential Search for filings form N/A Metadata 
only 

viewable by 
public

Comment which contains personal, financial or 
proprietary information which should not be disclosed 
publicly

No No

Confirmation Number Check filing status N/A No Unique identifying string generated upon successful 
submission and used to look up filing

No Generated by system after filing is received



DA/FCC Number Search for filings form N/A Yes DA/FCC numerical label indicated whether a decision 
was made by a vote of the Commission or by authority 
delegated by the Commission to a Bureau or Office

No Required information as part of every official 
FCC released document

Date Closed Range Search for proceedings form N/A Yes Beginning and ending dates that include a particular 
start and finish date of when a proceeding was closed

No N/A

Date Received Search for filing form N/A Yes Date filing was received in ECFS electronically, or by 
the FCC as hardcopy

No Generated by system after filing is received 
or transmitted by ECFS admin

Date Received Range Search term N/A Yes Beginning and ending dates that include a particular 
start and finish date of when the filing ws received

No N/A

Date Released Search term N/A No Date filing was released by FCC staff for public access No Required information as part of every official 
FCC released document

Date Submitted All types of submission N/A Yes Date filing was transmitted to ECFS; example- a filing 
may have been submitted on a Saturday or non-
business day and would have been disseminated on a 
different date

No Generated by system after filing is received

Description Search for filings form Yes Yes Narrative explanation of the associated proceeding No Required information as part of every official 
FCC released document

Ex Parte Search term N/A Yes Communication made outside the presence of the 
other party directed to the merits or outcome of a 
proceeding 

Yes No

Ex Parte or Late Filed Standard submission and advanced 
search under document type

N/A Yes Communication directed to the merits or outcome of a 
proceeding or indicator of a late filing

Yes No

Express Comment Top of screen on submit filing after 
selecting "Click on express"

N/A Yes Short, informal comment made without attachments Yes No

FCC Inbox Inbox form Required Yes Repository for a category of non-docketed filings 
submitted by the public

No Yes



File Number All types of submission Optional Yes Bureau-generated unique identifying number for the 
submission and/or document

No Yes

Filing Status Search for filings filing detail N/A Yes Indicator whether or not the filing was received. Does 
not provide substantive information about a decision.

No Generated by system after filing is received

Full Text Search forms Optional Yes Complete text of filing and/or accompanying 
document(s); however if a filing was transmitted as an 
image it may not be searchable

N/A N/A

Law Firm Standard and non-docketed Optional Yes Name of law firm(s) representing the filer(s) and 
involved in preparing the filing

Yes No

Name of Filer All types of submission Required Yes Identity of person or entity whose data, views, or 
arguments are represented in the filing

Yes.  This may be 
corrected by ECFS 
administrative staff 
on written request 
by filer.  Contact 
ECFShelp@fcc. gov 
for information on 
how to request the 
update.

No

Open/Closed Proceeding search form Yes Yes Indicator whether the proceeding is still open, a 
decision has been issued, a termination order is issued 
and the docket is no longer accepting comments.  
Dockets may be determined to be dormant after no 
comments have been received after a number of years.

No Yes

Posted Date Range Search forms N/A Yes Beginning and ending dates that include a particular 
start and finish date of when filing was available to 
view

No Yes

Primary Contact Email All types of submission Optional No E-mail address provided with submission; may be used 
for an e-mail confirmation

Yes No



Proceeding All types of submission Required Yes The FCC docket number, rulemaking number, inbox 
designator, or other alphanumeric designator 
associated with a rulemaking, adjudicatory, licensing, 
inquiry, collection of documents, or other proceeding.  
A filing may be associated with one or more 
proceedings.

No Yes

Reply Comment Date Search forms Optional Yes Due date for reply comments No Yes, enterred as part of the EDOCS 
transmittal

Report Number Search forms Optional Yes Unique number used to identify Petition for 
Rulemaking or Petition for Reconsideration Public 
Notices

N/A N/A

Search All Proceeding Fields Search forms Optional Yes Fields where text can be entered to retrieve specific 
proceedings

N/A N/A

Specify Proceeding All search forms N/A Yes Proceeding(s) associated with filing; a search 
parameter used to identify the proceedsing(s) 
associated with a specific filing

N/A N/A

State All types of submission Required No State of address for contacting filer or attorney Yes No

Submission ID Search for filings N/A Viewable 
only by filer

Unique identifying number generated upon submission 
of filing

No Generated by system after filing is received

Type of Filing All types of submission Required Yes Describes the relationship of the filing to the 
proceeding

No Yes

Zip Code All types of submission Required No Zip code of address for contacting filer or attorney Yes No
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